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and both Ms money and his seven years are all
thrown away.

Nay, one way it is the master's advantage to
have his servant be good for nothing when he
comes near out of his time, since he will do his
master the less injury at his going away ; though
an honest master will not desire an advantage at
such a price to his apprentice. But if this was
really always the case it would still strengthen the
argument; for so much more ought the apprentice
to take care of himself, and to qualify himself while
he is with his master, that at his coming away he
may be able to make as good a figure as possibly he
can in business upon his own account.

*   CHAPTER II.
Of the tradesman's writing letters.

I COME next to mention what I think is very mate-
rial, viz., the young man's learning how to indite
his letters in a tradesman's style, and to correspond
like a man of business.

As plainness and a free unconstrained way of ex-
pression is the beauty and excellence of speech, so
an easy concise way of writing is the best style
for a tradesman. He that affects a rumbling and
bombast style, and fills his letters with compliments
and flourishes, makes a very ridiculous figure in
trade. Observe how such a one writes out of the
country to his wholesale-man at London, upon his
first setting up: